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August 21, 2007

Mr. Tim West
Congressional Liaison Offi cer
U.S.G.S. National Cenler
Roorn 7A4 I 8, Mail Stop I I 9
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive
Reston, VA 20 I 92

Re: LaI{e Ronkonkom4 l.lY

Dear Mr. West:

We are writing on behalf of our constituents that reside around Lake Ronkontoma and at the request
of Suffolk County Legislalor John Kennedy.

t ake Ronkonkoma borders the lst Congressional District oD I-ong Island and its responsibility is
shared by Suffolk County, and the Towns ofBrookhaven, Islip and Smithtown- In recent yea6, the water
table of Lake Ronkontoma has risen drarnatically, which is having a severe impact on the quality of life
ofthousands of families. At this moment, families living near the lake are pumping water from their
basements, which they have been doing around the clock.

While the problems facing the Lake RoDkonloma community were not caused by the federal
govemment, as fedeml elecred officials, we believe the federal govemment can play an inponant role in
helpitrg these residents. Irgislator Ketuiedy has been workirg with the USGS regional office in Coram to
provide expertise and help to determine solutions which can be implemented by local la*makers.

On behalfof Legislator Kennedy and with the best interests ofour constituents in mind we arc
requestbg that the USGS do the following:

1. Conduct a bottom sampling of tlke Ronkonkoma 10 determine Jhe thickness of the silt and
its impact on natuml recharge;

2. Establish additional monitoring wells atound Lale Ronkonkoma;
3. Examine and determine the status ofthe cunent monitoring well number S- I 8l I to determine

its current level offunctionality.

It is our hope that these thre€ steps will play a part in the overall goal of establishing a solution to this
very serious problem. Thank you for your tirne and dtention to dlis rcquest. Please contact Lisa Wieber
of Cotrgressman Bishop's Coram District office at 631-696-6500 or Lauren Modes in Senator Clinton's
office ̂ t 63l-249-2E25 with any questions or concems that you may have.

Sincerely,

Sn8.4",^Cl;+-.-.t.
Hill Rodham Clinton
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